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only. Their occurrence on gobiid fishes has 
not been reported earlier. Hence, this is the first 
such report. Incidentally, these isopods 
are always found on the tongue and they are 
positioned in such a way inside the host’s 
mouth that their head faces the opening of the 
mouth. 
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33. OCCURRENCE OF ALONELLA NANA (BAIRD) AND BOSMINA 
LONGIROSTRIS (O.F. MULLER,) (CRUSTACEA: CLADOCERA) 
IN SIKKIM LAKES 


(With two text-figures) 


While studying the zooplankton of Sikkim 
lakes Alonella nana (Baird 1834) a chydorid 
cladoceran and a male of Bosmina longirostris 
(O.F. Muller 1776) hitherto unrecorded in 
northeast India were collected from Sumdung 
lake and Nagi upper dam respectively. Brief 
descriptions of both the species are given below. 


Order Cladocera 
Family Chydoridae 
Subfamily Chydorinae 


Alonella nana (Baird, 1834) 
Material Examined: Seven females 
collected from Sumdung lake, Sikkim on 
29.x1.1995, coll. B.N. Roy. 


Female: Body size 0.289 mm, height 0.187 
mm. Shape oval in outline. Dorsal margin 
smoothly convex. Posteroventral corner of valve 
with one or two denticles. Carapace with 
prominent lines directed anteroventrally and 
posterodorsally. Plate of labrum with pointed 
apex. Ocellus half the size of the eye situated 
nearer to the eye than to the apex of rostrum. 
Postabdomen with 5-6 anal spines. Claw with 
two basal spines. 

Remarks: Brehm (1936) first recorded this 
species from Kashmir. After him Dr. S. 
Bhattacharya collected this species in Shillong 
(Michael and Sharma 1988). Other than India, 
this species was also recorded from the Holarctic 
region, European USSR to lake Baikal area. The 
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Figs. 1-2: Bosmina longirostris, male 1. Lateral view; 2. Postabdomen 


present species was collected along with other 
chydorid cladoceran Eurycercus lamellatus from 
the lake mentioned above at Sikkim. 

Bosmina longirostris (O.F. Muller, 1776) 
(Figs. 1-2) 

Material Examined: Several males were 
collected from Nagi upper dam, Sikkim. 

Male: Body size 0.249 mm; height 0.168 
mm. Shape oval. Dorsal side convex, 
posterodorsal corner of valve angular, 
posteroventral corner with a spine. Head large, 
eye large and ocellus present. Antennules long 
and straight, reaching half the length of the 
ventral carapace. Anterior side of the ventral 
valve with long hairs. Hook in leg I not well 
developed. Postabdomen rectangular in shape, 
distal dorsal region with small spines. Claw with 


a few spines and vas deferens opening (Fig. 2). 

Remarks: Even though Michael and 
Sharma (1988) reported that this species is 
cosmopolitan, males were not reported from 
India. In India, only females are recorded from 
Kashmir, Meghalaya, West Bengal and Tripura 
(Venkataraman and Das 1993). 
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